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RKPORT  OR  THR 


TO  THE 

Ckipman  &  MembersofSpeanymoop  Urban  Dtstpiet  Council 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year,  1908. 

The  District, — This  remains  the  same.  The  area  comprises 
3,388  acres  and  is  partly  urban  and  partly  rural  in  character.  It 
is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  river  Wear,  on  the  South  by  the 
Railway  from  Merrington  Lane  to  Binchester  Colliery,  on  the  East 
by  the  Darlington  Road,  on  the  West  by  the  Highway  from  the 
river  Wear  to  Binchester  Colliery.  During  the  year  the  boundaries 
were  officially  traversed  by  the  Council  and  officials. 

Industries. — The  chief  is  coalmining.  The  Tudhoe  Ironworks 
have  2  blast  furnaces  in  operation.  They  haye  also  opened  up  two 
new  sets  of  patent  coke  oyens  with  chemical  plant.  Whilst  the 
latter  often  giye  off  an  unpleasant  odour  I  haye  no  reason  to  suppose 
they  haye  any  detrimental  effect  on  the  health  of  the  District. 
There  are  engineering  works  at  Merrington  Lane  and  Barnfield 
Road  brick  works  at  Merrington  Lane  and  Tudhoe  Colliery  and  a 
saw  mill  at  Tudhoe. 

Popnlatio7i. — According  to  the  census  of  1901  the  population 
was  16,661.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  3,204  and  the 
ayerage  number  of  inmates  5.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses 
erected  since  then  is  222  and  the  population  to  the  middle  of  1908 
is  estimated  at  16,870.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  estimate  is 
below  the  actual  numbers. 

Births. — There  were  712  births  registered  during  the  year— an 
increase  of  19  on  1907.  This  glyes  a  birth  rate  of  ^2*1.  It  is  the 
highest  birth  rate  for  the  District  of  which  I  haye  any  record.  The 
county  birth  rate  is  37  and  that  of  England  and  Wales  26*5.  There  is 
therefore  no  decline  in  the  birth  rate  of  the  district  and  it  shows  no 
inclination  to  follow  the  serious  fall  in  that  of  the  country  generally. 
Early  marriages  are  frequent  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  efforts 
to  shirk  the  responsibility  of  parenthood  are  not  preyalent  to  any 
serious  extent.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  Is  not  large. 


Deaths.- — -The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred 
within  the  district  was  297,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  17*6  per  1,000. 
If  we  add  to  this  17  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  in  institu¬ 
tions  outside  the  district  we  g'et  a  total  of  314  which  g'ives  a  death 
rate  of  18 ‘6  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1907  was  365  and  the 
death  rate  21,  so  that  there  is  a  decrease  of  51  in  the  number  of 
deaths.  The  county  death  rate  is  17*5  and  that  of  England  and 
and  W ales  14*7*  the  causes  of  death  bronchitis  and  pneumonia 

head  the  list  with  57.  Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  are  responsible  for 
35.  Heart  disease  for  25.  Premature  birth  for  16.  There  are 
13  deaths  from  phthisis  as  compared  with  18  last  year  and 

15  deaths  from  cancer  as  compared  with  18  last  year  and  22 

in  1906.  If  we  compare  the  different  Wards  we  find 

Spenn3^moor  108  In  1908 — 151  in  1907.  FerrN^hill  69  in 
1908 — 81  in  1907.  Tudhoe  137  In  1908 — 133  in  1907. 
This  shows  a  great  decrease  in  Spennymoor  Ward  a 

moderate  one  in  Ferryhill  and  a  slight  increase  in  Tudhoe.  I  am 
inclined  to  attribute  the  decrease  in  Spennymoor  to  two  causes. 

I — The  closing  of  Binchester  Pit  ;  whilst  it  has  not  emptied  many 
houses  has,  I  think,  decreased  the  congestion  which  existed.  2 — 
I  think  the  roofing  in  of  the  reservoir  has  prevented  contamination 
of  the  water  supply. 

Infant  Mortality.— The  deaths  of  infants  under  i  year  of  age 
numbered  115,  equal  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  161  per  1,000 
births.  The  number  is  8  in  excess  of  1907  and  the  rate  is  7  per 
1,000  higher.  The  county  rate  is  151  and  that  for  England  and 
Wales  1 2 1.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  diarrhoea  and  enteritis, 
28.  Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus,  28.  Premature  birth,  16. 
Bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  16.  If  we  take  the  first  two  causes 
together,  we  find  that  56  or  nearly  50%  of  the  deaths  were  due  to 
them.  As  these  diseases  are  largely  caused  by  improper  feeding, 
polluted  milk,  etc.,  they  are  in  my  opinion  largely  preventable. 
Certainly  verj^  few  of  them  occur  in  breast  fed  children.  As  I  have 
remarked  in  former  reports  the  proportion  of  breast  fed  children 
is  declining.  In  some  cases  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  carelessness 
of  the  mother,  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  number  of  women  who 
cannot  successfully  rear  their  children  on  the  breast  is  increasing. 
This  being  so,  the  purity  of  the  milk  supply  becomes  of  increasing 
Importance  ;  and  the  supply  in  the  district  is,  in  my  opinion,  far 
from  satisfactory’.  I  am  pleased  to  see  the  Count}’  Inspector  of  Food 
and  Drugs  has  recently  been  giving  this  district  his  attention  and 
has  proceeded  against  some  of  the  retailers  who  had  watered  their 
milk.  Unfortunatel}’ the  want  of  cleanliness  in  milking  and  storing 
the  milk  which  is  more  dangerous  to  Infant  life  is  more  difficult  to 
remedy.  The  danger  can  to  some  extent  be  guarded  against  by 
boiling  the  milk  before  using  it.  Some  of  the  large  London 
dairies  are  sending  out  a  dried  milk  which  is  sterile  and  contains 
the  full  amount  of  cream  ;  as  far  as  my  experience  goes  infants 
thrive  on  it.  With  regard  to  the  other  causes  of  death  premature 
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birth  is  largely  due  to  the  health  of  the  mother.  As  I  have 
remarked  in  previous  reports  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  are  often 
caused  by  exposing  children  to  the  night  air  whilst  the  parents  are 
shopping. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  diseases  usually  included  under  this 
heading*  are  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  continued  fever, 
measles,  whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea.  The  number  of  deaths 
from  these  diseases  is  : — scarlet  fever,  i  ;  whooping  cough,  8  ; 
diphtheria,  i  ;  enteric  fever,  5  ;  continued  fever,  i  ;  diarrhoea,  35  ; 
total  51 — Giving  a  zymotic  death  rate  of  3  per  1,000.  The  county 
zymotic  death  rate  is  2*7  and  that  of  England  and  Wales  1*29. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  this  disease  that  were  notified — 52  as  compared  with  40  in 
1907.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a  very  mild  type  and  in 
my  opinion  due  to  this  fact  that  it  is  often  so  difficult  to  trace  the 
source  of  infection  and  stop  the  spread  of  the  disease.  One  group 
of  cases  occurred  in  the  Infant  Department  of  the  Cheapside 
Council  Schools.  7  cases  occurred  there  during  the  month  of  June, 

1  twice  carefully  examined  the  children  there,  but  as  I  was  unable  to 
discover  the  one  that  v/as  causing  the  infection,  I  closed  the 
department  and  stopped  the  disease  as  far  as  this  school  was  con¬ 
cerned.  In  three  instances  in  which  patients  were  isolated  at  home 
other  cases  arose  in  connection  with  them.  As  an  illustration  of 
the  way  in  which  this  disease  is  spread,  2  children  were  seized 
w'ith  illness  whilst  away  on  a  holiday.  No  doctor  was  consulted 
and  they  travelled  home  by  train.  Soon  after  their  arrival  both 
the  father  and  mother  contracted  the  disease  and  the  children  were 
found  to  be  peeling.  They  were  all  subsequently  removed  to  the 
hospital.  One  death  was  registered  as  due  to  scarlet  fever.  It 
occurred  in  a  woman  of  50,  but  in  my  opinion  — and  that  of  the 
practitioner  who  notified  It- — it  was  a  very  doubtful  case.  Two 
cases  occurred  in  St.  Mary’s  Home,  Tudhoe  (which  accommodates 
about  180  children).  By  prompt  removal  to  the  hospital,  what 
might  have  been  a  serious  outbreak  was  prevented. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — There  were  10  cases  of 
this  disease  notified  as  compared  with  16  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  6. 
Except  in  one  case  in  which  one  boy  infected  another  In  the  same 
street,  no  connection  could  be  traced  between  the  cases.  They 
occurred  at  wide  intervals  and  were  spread  over  the  district.  One 
case  proved  fatal  and  with  this  exception  they  were  mostly  of  a 
mild  character.  3  cases  occurred  at  St,  Mary’s  Home. 

Enteric  Fever. — There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  this  disease,  42  cases  as  compared  with  17  in  1907.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  year  an  epidemic  occurred  which  appeared  to  be 
due  to  infected  mussels.  The  first  case  was  notified  on  Feb.  21 
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and  other  cases  in  March  and  April.  Eight  appeared  to  be 
directly  infected  by  mussels  and  nine  other  cases  arose  from  these 
I  sent  a  special  report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  on  this 
epidemic.  Handbills  were  issued  warning  the  public  of  the  danger 
of  eating  mussels,  but  they  continued  to  be  sold  freely  in  the  streets. 
Subsequently  some  mussels  were  purchased  and  sent  for  examina¬ 
tion  to  the  bacteriologist  of  the  University  of  Durham  School  of 
Medicine.  He  reported  that  though  they  contained  the  bacillus 
coli  in  such  large  quantities  as  to  suggest  sewage  contamination, 
he  failed  to  isolate  bacillus  typhosus.  Ascertaining  that  the 
mussels  came  from  Stockton,  I  communicated  with  Dr.  Horne  the 
M.O.H.  of  that  borough.  He  informs  me  that  the  beds  from 
which  they  are  taken  are  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tees,  some 
8  or  9  miles  from  his  district.  At  the  end  of  the  year  two  more 
cases  were  reported  which  had  apparently  been  infected  by  these 
molluscs.  In  my  opinion  it  is  high  time  some  steps  were  taken  to 
prevent  infected  shellfish  being  sold  broadcast  over  the  country. 

In  addition  to  these  cases  there  was  the  usual  small  epidemic 
in  the  autumn  which  occurs  h«re  every  year.  I  am  inclined  to 
attribute  this  to  the  contamination  of  food  by  flies. 

Other  cases  occurred  in  which  no  source  of  infection  could  be 
traced.  Some  of  these  may  be  due  to  mineral  waters.  I  called 
attention  to  the  careless  way  in  which  the  bottles  were  washed  in 
one  of  the  factories  here  in  a  former  report. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  medical  practitioners  of  the 
district  do  not  make  more  use  of  the  facilities  provided  by 
the  County  Council  for  the  examination  of  the  blood  of  suspected 
cases.  Three  cases  were  sent  into  the  hospital  notified  as  enteric 
fever  in  which  the  subsequent  history  negatived  the  diagnosis. 
This  might  have  been  prevented  by  a  blood  examination. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  was  present  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  and  was  responible  for  4  deaths. 

German  Measles. — There  was  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  in 
the  summer  and  early  autumn.  The  cases  were  very  mild.  In 
many  of  them  one  would  not  have  known  there  was  anything  the 
matter  with  them  excepting  for  the  rash.  I  noticed  no  corhplica- 
tion  nor  sequeloe.  As  scarlet  fever  and  a  few  cases  of  measles 
were  present  at  the  same  time,  the  chief  importance  of  the  disease 
was  from  a  diagnostic  point  of  view. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis — were  certified  as  the  cause  of  35 
deaths,  diarrhoea  20  and  enteritis  15,  as  compared  with  32  deaths 
in  1907.  The  large  majority  of  these  occurred  in  infants  under  i 
year,  viz. — 28.  The  loss  of  life  from  these  diseases  every  year  is 
deplorable,  as  most  of  them  might  be  prevented  by  greater  care  in 


the  feeding-  of  children.  The  County  Council  have  appointed 
lady  health  inspectors  in  two  districts  in  the  county  and  I  think 
one  is  urgently  needed  here.  The  Council  have  not  adopted  the 
Notification  of  Births’  Act,  as  in  the  absence  of  a  lady  inspector  I 
think  it  would  be  of  little  service. 

Infectious  Diseases'  Notification  Act. — There  were  114  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  32  on 
1907.  The  chief  increase  was  in  enteric  fever,  25 — though  there 
was  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases.  The 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever  was  largely  due 
to  an  epidemic  caused  by  mussels  which  occurred  in  the  spring. 
I  have  been  in  communication  with  Dr.  Hill,  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  with  regard  to  taking  steps  to  prevent  these  infected 
molluscs  coming  into  the  district. 

The  number  of  cases  of  each  disease  notified  was  as  follows — 
scarlet  fever,  52  ;  enteric  fever,  42  ;  diphtheria,  10  ;  erysipelas,  9  ; 
continued  fever,  i.  They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Enteric  Continued 

Erysipelas 

Spennymoor  Ward  5 

2 1 

10 

3 

Ferryhill  Ward  i 

9 

9  I  ‘ 

2 

Tudhoe  Ward  4 

22 

23 

4 

The  epidemic  referred  to  occurred  mostly  in  the  Tudhoe 
Ward.  Of  the  10  cases  of  diphtheria,  5  were  removed  to  the 
hospital,  of  the  52  scarlet  fever  42,  of  the  42  enteric  fever  34  and 
the  I  continued  fever.  None  of  the  erysipelas  cases  were 
removed. 


Infectious  Diseases  Isolation  Hospital. — 


Scarlet 

Enteric 

Diphtheria 

Continued 

In  Hospital,  Jan.  i,  ’08  8 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Admitted  during  3’ear  42 

34 

5 

I 

Discharged  cured  44 

30 

4 

i 

In  Hospital,  Dec.  31,  ’08  6 

2 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Died 

4 

J 

•  •  • 

The  year  has  been  a  busy  one  at  the  hospital.  It  has  been 
occupied  the  whole  of  the  year  and  the  nursing  staff  has  had  a 
strenuous  time.  Most  of  the  enteric  cases  were  severe  and  a 
large  proportion  of  them  ran  a  six  weeks’  course  without  an 
ii  febrile  interval.  One  of  the  nurses  took  the  disease  and  had  a 
long  tr3fing  illness.  In  my  opinion  it  was  solely'  due  to  the 
untiring  devotion  of  the  nursing  staff  that  the  mortality  was  not 
larger.  One  death  was  due  to  diphtheria,  this  being  the  first 
death  which  has  occurred  in  the  hospital  from  this  disease  since 
it  has  been  opened. 
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Pf'ccatiiionary  Measures. — The  means  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infectious  disease  are — the  adoption  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act  and  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prev'ention 
Act,  an  Isolation  Hospital  equipped  with  disinfecting-  apparatus, 
ambulance,  &c.  and  nurses  in  residence.  Arrangements  have  also 
been  made  for  the  isolation  of  small-pox  patients  in  a  joint  hospital 
at  Binchester  Whins.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  small-pox 
notified  during  the  year.  The  Council’s  hospital  is  capable  of 
dealing  with  three  diseases  simultaneously,  viz.  : — scarlet  fever, 
enteric  fever  and  diphtheria.  The  Local  Government  Board  have 
asked  me  to  report  on  the  advisability  of  adding  anthrax  and 
glanders  occurring  in  man  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases.  In  the 
event  of  a  case  occurring  in  the  district,  it  would  certainly  be  of 
advantage  for  me  to  have  early  knowledge  of  it  in  order  that  I 
might  communicate  with  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Animals’  Act.  Inuring  the  five 
years,  however,  of  my  residence  in  the  district,  no  such  case  has, 
I  believe,  occurred. 

With  regard  to  phthisis,  the  Council  have  considered  the  subject 
and  have  determined  not  to  add  it  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases 
and  there  is  no  system  of  voluntary  notification  in  the  district. 
The  Bishop  Auckland  Board  of  Guardians  (in  whose  district  are 
the  Spennymoor  Ward  and  part  of  the  Ferry  hill  Ward)  .have 
opened  a  ward  at  their  Infirmary  for  the  open-air  treatment  of  the 
disease.  The  Durham  Rural  Board  of  Guardians  sometimes  send 
suitable  cases  to  the  Sanatorium  at  Stanhope.  I  should  advise  the 
Council  to  ask  the  medical  men  of  the  district  to  give  early 
information  of  the  death  of  any  person  from  this  disease  to  the 
Sanitaiy  Authority  with  a  view  to  having  the  rooms  occupied  by 
such  person  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected.  Whatever  views 
one  may  have  on  the  advisabitity  of  the  notification  of  this  disease 
there  can  be,  I  think,  little  difference  of  opinion  on  the  desirability 
of  this  precaution. 

JVaJer  Supply- — -Is  from  the  Weardale  and  Consett  reservoirs 
and  is  a  pure  water  of  excellent  quality  for  drinking  purposes.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  covering  in  of  the  Spennymoor  reservoir 
has  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  health  of  the  Spennymoor  Ward 
which  is  partly  supplied  by  it.  I  am  pleased  to  report  two 
improvements  in  the  water  supply  of  the  district.  The  owners  of 
the  Ox  Close  Farm  have,  after  much  pressure  from  the  Council, 
substituted  the  W.  &  C.  Co.’s  water  for  that  of  the  old  reservoir 
at  the  farm,  which  in  my  opinion  was  distinctly  dangerous.  2. — By 
arrangement  with  the  Durham  Rural  District  Council  and  the 
owners  of  adjacent  property  a  supply  from  the  Co.’s  mams  has 
been  brought  to  Butcher  Race  Cottages.  There  are  several  out- 
)3'ing  farms  in  the  district  whose  water  supply  is  not  altogether 
satisfactory,  but  the  difficulties  in  the  wav  of  improving  them  are 
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very  ^^reat.  I  should,  however,  recommend  the  Council  to 
approach  the  owners  of  Whitworth  Farm  to  see  if  some  arranj^e- 
ment  could  not  be  made  to  secure  a  better  supply  there,  as  this 
farm  supplies  a  larg-e  amount  of  milk  in  the  district. 

Milk  Supply. — The  whole  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  have 
been  inspected  and  the  notices  with  reg-ard  to  white-washing-  have 
been  complied  with.  In  two  cases  in  which  application  was  made 
to  have  new  cowsheds  registered,  the  sheds  were  found  to  be 
deficient  in  air  space.  The  owners  of  both  have  promised  to 
remedy  this  defect.  With  regard  to  the  other  cowsheds  in  the 
district,  they  comply  with  the  Council’s  bye-laws  as  regards  con¬ 
struction.  There  is  a  cowshed  at  Burton  Beck  farm  which  I  have 
previously  reported  as  damp  and  insanitary.  An  effort  to  remedy 
this  was  made  by  putting  in  a  drain.  This  has  not  proved  satis¬ 
factory.  In  my  opinion  the  only  way  to  remedy  the  defect  is  to 
raise  the  floor  and  this  will  necessitate  raisimr  the  roof.  The 
owners  have  been  approached  with  a  view  to  getting  this  cowshed 
put  into  a  better  state.  As  I  have  reported  in  former  years  there 
is  great  room  for  improvement  in  the  way  the  cows  are  kept  and 
in  some  cases  the  personal  cleanliness  of  those  who  handle  the 
milk  Unfortunately  the  demand  for  milk  in  the  district  is  in 
excess  of  the  supply  and  this  puts  a  great  temptation  in  the  way 
of  unscrupulous  dealers.  Some  time  ago  I  wrote  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  asking  him  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Inspector 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  to  this  matter.  He  has  recently 
prosecuted  and  obtained  convictions  against  three  milk  dealers  in 
the  district  for  adulterating  their  milk.  I  am  afraid  we  can  look 
for  little  improvement  until  the  public  awake  to  the  importance  of 
the  question  and  decline  to  purchase  their  milk  from  any  dealers 
who  do  not  take  every  precaution  to  ensure  its  purity. 

Olher  Foods. — An  eye  has  been  kept  on  the  meat  supply  both 
in  the  maiket  and  shops,  but  since  the  case  reported  last  year,  no 
meat  unfit  for  human  consumption  has  been  met  with.  The 
slaughter-houses  have  all  been  inspected  and,  as  a  rule,  they  are 
clean  and  well  kept,  but  as  they  are  numerous  and  small  it  is 
impossible  to  give  the  meat  the  amount  of  inspection  that  its 
importance  deserves.  They  are  nearly  all  in  too  close  proximity 
to  houses.  Shellfish  I  have  already  dealt  with.  With  regard 
to  mineral  waters,  attention  has  lately  been  drawn  in  London  to 
their  impurity  and  the  possibility  of  their  being  a  means  of 
spreading  enteric  fever.  In  one  of  my  former  reports  I  drew 
attention  to  the  defective  way  in  which  the  bottles  were  washed  in 
one  of  the  factories  here.  In  my  opinion  some  such  scheme  as  that 
adopted  in  London  of  giving  certificates  to  firms  who  take 
precautions  to  ensure  the  purity  of  their  waters  would  be  valuable. 
As,  however,  most  of  the  dealers  supply  several  districts  and  there 
is  much  over-lapping,  the  scheme  requires  to  be  taken  up  on  a 
county  basis  to  be  of  any  value. 
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Se'werage  and  Drainage.- — This  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  con¬ 
dition.  There  are  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  Spennymoor 
Ward  but  none  for  the  Tudhoe  and  Ferryhill  Wards.  The  works 
for  the  Spenymoor  Ward  have  got  out  of  order  and  are  now 
practically  useless.  The  Council  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  put 
them  in  order  as  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  whole  district  is 
now  in  a  fair  wav  to  being  carried  out.  At  present  most  of  the 
sewage  finds  its  \vay  into  the  river  Wear  in  an  unpurified  state. 
The  County  Council  have  frequently  urged  the  Council  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  and  the  matter  has  been  engaging  their  attention  for 
some  years.  Unfortunately  there  is  a  want  of  agreement  in  the 
Council  as  to  whether  there  should  be  one  or  two  outfall  works 
which  has  delayed  the  matter.  The  Local  Government  Board  held 
an  enquiry  in  April  and  decided  in  favour  of  the  scheme  for  the 
whole  district.  Mr.  Murphy,  of  Morpeth,  has  been  engaged  by 
the  Council  as  their  consulting  engineer  and  has  drawn  up  a 
scheme  the  plans  for  which  are  now  complete.  As  the  Council 
could  not  come  to  terms  with  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  it 
was  proposed  to  erect  the  sewage  disposal  works,  they  have  sought 
and  obtained  from  the  Local  Government  Board  powers  for  com¬ 
pulsory  purchase.  The  whole  matter  now  seems  in  a  fair  way  to 
be  brought  to  an  early  conclusion. 


Distiosal  of  Excrement  and  House  Refuse. — Formerly  nearly  all 
the  houses  in  this  district  were  provided  with  midden  privies  and 
open  ashpits.  For  some  years  past  the  Council  have  been  pressing 
the  property  owners  to  convert  these  into  ash  closets.  To  a  large 
extent  this  has  been  effected.  Of  those  not  so  converted  the 
greater  number  are  the  property  of  the  W^eardale  Steel  and  Coal 
Company.  The  Company  have  been  converting  about  70  or  80 
annually  and  I  hope  in  about  three  years  the  whole  will  be  so 
converted. 

The  ash  closets  are  cleared  by  contractors  and  during  the  last 
year  the  work  has  not  been  carried  out  very  satisfactorily.  Some 
of  the  contractors  did  their  work  very  badly  and  two  of  them 
threw  up  their  contracts  when  the  winter  was  coming  on.  The 
owners  of  the  land  at  Whitworth  which  the  Council  had  for  some 
years  used  as  a  tip  for  refuse  gave  notice  to  the  Council  not  to 
deposit  any  more  there.  This  has  caused  the  Council  considerable 
inconvenience,  for  not  only  have  they  had  to  pay  the  contractors 
higher  prices  for  refuse  disposal,  but  it  has  in  some  instances  been 
deposited  in  unsuitable  places.  It  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  dispose  of  it.  The  Council  are  now  negotiating  with 
the  owmers  of  the  old  tip  to  try  and  come  to  an  arrangement  for 
using  it  again.  In  my  opinion  a  refuse  destructor  would  be  far 
preferable.  In  the  event  of  the  negotiations  falling  through  there 
will  be  nothing  left  for  the  Council  but  to  seriously  consider  the 
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acquisition  of  a  refuse  destructor,  as  It  is  becoming’  almost 
impossible  to  dispose  of  all  the  refuse  of  the  district. 

Lodging  Houses. — There  are  five  lodging  houses  registered  in 
the  district.  The  Model  bye-laws  have  been  adopted.  A  new 
lodging  house  has  been  opened  in  the  Old  Police  Station,  Oxford 
Street*  In  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I  visited  this  and 
apportioned  the  number  of  beds  to  be  allowed.  The  lodging 
houses  have  been  regularly  visited  by  the  Inspector.  One  case  of 
infectious  disease  (enteric  fever)  occurred  in  a  tramp  in  the 
Thomas  Street  lodging  house.  He  was  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  the  room  was  disinfected. 

Offensive  Trades.— There  are  two  establishments  which  come 
under  this  head  in  the  district,  viz.  :  two  knacker  yards.  These  are 
kept  in  a  clean  condition  and  give  rise  to  no  nuisance. 

Van  Dwellers. — Several  vans  were  found  more  or  less 
permanently  established  on  some  ground  in  Queen  Street.  As 
there  was  no  water  supply  or  closet  accommodation  for  the 
inmates,  the  owner  was  required  to  provide  the  needful 
accommodation  or  remove  the  vans.  He  removed  the  vans. 
Most  of  them  moved  to  seme  vacant  land  near  the  post  office  and 
as  this  is  also  a  pitch  for  travelling  showmen,  the  nuisance  became 
accelerated.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  compel  the  owners  of  the 
land  to  provide  proper  accommodation.  Water  has  now  been 
provided  and  closets  are  being  erected.  In  company  with  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  I  visited  all  the  vans  on  the  ground  but  no  cases 
calling  for  action  were  found. 

Schools  [Public  and  Elementary). — The  County  Council  have 
been  constituted  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Education 
(Administrative  Provisions)  Act  1907  and  the  work  is  being  carried 
out  by  whole  time  Medical  Inspectors  acting  under  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  The  County  Medical  Officer  informs  me  that  the 
first  inspection  in  this  district  has  almost  been  completed.  ^  Early 
in  the  year  the  attention  of  the  County  Education  Authorities  was 
drawn  to  the  insanitary  state  of  the  Council’s  Schools  at  Cheapside 
and  Coulson  Street.  As  the  Authority  are  contemplating  closing 
these  schools  shortly,  I  was  asked  to  confer  with  two  members  of 
the  Local  Education  Authority.  In  company  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  I  met  two  members  of  the  Local  Education  Authority 
and  we  agreed  to  steps  which  will  temporarily,  at  any  rate,  remedy 
the  nuisance.  During  the  year  flushing  closets  have  been  provided 
at  St.  Charles’  School,  Tudhoe  Grange  and  Cheapside  Council 
The  majority  of  the  schools  in  the  district  have  now  been  furnished 
with  flushing  closets  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  soon  be  pro¬ 
vided  at  all  the  schools  as  earth  closets  are  quite  unfitted  to  the 
requirements  of  a  school  with  its  large  amount  of  liquid 
excrement. 
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A  serious  defect  in  the  dralnasfe  of  Coulson  Street  Council 
School  was  discovered  but  this  has  been  remedied. 

As  I  have  mentioned  earlier  in  my  report  I  deemed  it  advisable  to 
close  the  Infant  Department  of  the  Cheapside  Council  Schools  in 
June  owing"  to  a  small  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever.  This  action 
apparently  had  the  effect  of  stopping  the  epidemic.  The  school¬ 
room  was  also  disinfected. 

Sanitary  Work. — As  seen  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 
198  informal  and  263  formal  notices  were  served  during  the  year 
and  403  nuisances  were  abated.  OI  these  notices  199  related  to 
lime-washing.  38  yards  have  been  relaid  or  repaired,  97  midden 
privies  and  ashpits  have  been  replaced  by  earth  closets  or  water 
closets  and  19  earth  closets  rebuilt.  Most  of  the  notices  to  abate 
nuisances  have  been  complied  with,  but  some  property  in  Craddock 
Street  and  Brook  Street  where  the  yards  and  closets  require 
attention  has  been  allowed  by  the  Council  to  stand  over  until  the 
spring. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — 8  notices  were  served  to 
abate  over-crowding  and  2  orders  were  obtained  for  closing  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  There  are  practically  no  empty  houses 
In  the  district,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  owing  to  the  closing  of 
BInchester  Colliery  there  is  much  less  congestion  than  there  was 
As,  however,  there  is  a  probability  of  BInchester  Colliery  being 
opened  again  in  the  near  future  and  as  building  operations  have 
almost  ceased  at  Dean  Bank,  there  is  every  likelihood  that  the 
congestion  will  recur  unless  more  houses  are  built.  46  new 
houses  were  built  in  1908,  making  222  houses  built  since  the  last 
census.  The  attention  of  the  Council  has  frequently  been  called  to 
the  number  of  back-to-back  houses  in  the  district.  There  are 
many  serious  objections  to  these,  the  chief  being  the  want  of  proper 
ventilation.  They  are  also  Aathout  pantries  and  sculleries.  This 
means  that  everything — washing,  baking,  cooking,  feeding,  the 
pitman’s  daily  bath  and  often  sleeping  have  to  be  carried  on  In  a 
room  in  which  the  food  Is  kept  and  which  has  no  proper  ventila¬ 
tion.  How  can  people  live  healthy  lives  under  such  conditions  ? 
I  will  irive  an  instance.  1  received  a  notification  of  enteric 
fever  in  Burnett  Street.  The  house  was  a  back-to-back  one 
occupied  by  a  man,  his  wife  (the  patient)  and  one  child.  The 
patient  was  in  the  living-room  ;  there  was  no  pantry  ;  the  food 
was  kept  in  a  cupboard  under  the  stairs  also  in  the  living-room. 
On  asking  to  see  the  closet,  I  was  taken  a  short  distance  down 
the  street  through  a  passage  into  a  yard  containing  6  closets. 
These  were  supposed  to  be  used  by  1 1  families.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  2  were  wet  and  dirty  and  appeared  not  to  be  used,  the  inmates 
apparently  preferring  the  cleaner  and  drier  ones.  I  was  told  that 
4  families  were  using  the  closet  in  which  the  ex(  reta  from  this 


patient  was  being*  put.  The  result  was  that  the  closet  was 
usually  full  up  if  not  overflowing-  before  the  scavenger  came  round. 
Anything  more  calculated  to  spread  infectious  disease  it  would  be 
difficult  to  imagine.  Where  you  have  closets  common  to  two  or 
more  families  difficulties  of  this  kind  will  constantly  arise.  They 
lead  to  constant  bickerings  and  are  nearly  always  in  a  dirty  con¬ 
dition  I  should  recommend  the  Council  to  take  the  matter  of  these 
back-to-back  houses  into  serious  consideration  with  a  view  to 
having  the  worst  of  them  at  least  converted  into  houses  with 
through  ventilation. 

Some  of  the  new  houses  which  have  been  built  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years  have  been  erected  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
manner  with  bad  materials.  It  is  a  pity  the  Council  have  not 
more  power  in  the  matter. 

Systematic  inspection  of  houses  has  been  carried  out  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Sanitar)^  Inspector  both  of  the  district  generallv 
and  also  of  particular  localities. 

Back  Streets. — There  remains  a  great  deal  to  be  done  m  the 
way  of  making  up 'the  back  streets.  The  Council,  some  three 
years  ago,  adopted  the  policy  of  requiring  that  all  new  back  streets 
should  be  paved  with  scoriae  brick.  The  owners  of  some  property 
in  the  Tudhoe  Ward  appealed  against  this  and  won  their  case  both 
before  the  Durham  magistrates  and  again  in  the  Higher  Court. 
Since  this  action  the  Council  have  allowed  new  back  streets  to  be 
made  with  rough  macadam  and  also  have  made  up  some  of  their 
own  back  streets  with  this  material.  This  is  in  my  opinion 
a  retrograde  step  as  I  think  the  material  is  quite  unsuited  for  the 
purpose,  on  account  of  its  porous  nature.  When  one  considers 
that  in  empying  the  earth  closets  the  tilth  is  often  lirst  raked  out 
into  the  street  and  even  when  it  is  put  directly  into  the  cart  much 
of  it  is  often  dropped  on  the  street  it  is  evident  that  some  of  it 
must  get  absorbed  and  in  time  the  ground  will  become  foul.  In 
my  opinion  tar  macadam  is  tar  preferable  as  it  is  much  less 
absorbent.  It  also  allows  of  the  refuse  to  be  cleared  up  more 
efficiently.  I  have  also  noticed  that  where  the  back  streets  are  of 
tar  macadam  or  scoriae  brick  the  tenants  take  more  trouble  to  keep 
them  swept  clean. 

Workshop  a7id  Factory  Act. — There  are  few  factories  or  work¬ 
shops  of  any  size  in  the  district.  In  the  majority  of  the  places 
coming  under  this  Act  only  one  or  two  persons  are  emploved 
beside  the  owners.  There  are  three  bakehouses  in  the  district  and 
these  are  clean  and  well  kept.  In  addition  to  this  many  of  the 
little  shops  in  the  district  bake  and  sell  bread,  tea  cakes,  pork 
pies,  &c.  This  part  of  the  business  is  usually  done  in  the  living- 


room.  Defects  were  found  in  8  cases.  Of  these  In  two  tailor  s 
shops  where  both  sexes  were  employed  closet  accommodation  was 
only  provided  for  one,  there  was  failure  to  provide  proper  sanitary 
accommodation  in  4  cases  and  other  nuisances  existed  in  2  cases. 
All  of  these  have  been  remedied  or  provided  for. 

Sanitary  Requirements. — Of  the  thing's  which  would  tend  to 
improve  the  health  of  the  district  I  would  mention — 

A  Dust  Destructor  ; 

One  or  more  up-to-date  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops ; 

The  making  up  of  many  of  the  back  streets  ; 

A  Public  Slaughterhouse  ; 

A  Lady  Sanitary  Inspector  ; 

A  proper  System  of  Sewage  Disposal. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  MUSSELLWHITE. 
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1908  lOSSO  712 


(Ill) 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 

the  year  1908, 

Name  of  Dsstrict—Spennymoor  Urban. 


Ciisos  Notified  ia  Wliole  District. 


Total  Cases  notified 
ia  eacli  Locality. 


Notifiable  Disease 

At  all 
Ages 

C  n  der 

1 

At 

1  to 

5. 

Ages 

5  to 
15 

t— Yea 

15  to 
25 

rs. 

25  to 
65 

65  and 
uirK’d.' 

o 

o  . 

Uu 

Z 

r_ 

i-i 

o  . 

'w 

Small -pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  ) 

M'ranonsf  ’roup  i 

10 

2 

8 

5 

1 

4 

Erysipelas 

9 

2 

7 

3 

2 

4 

Scarkt  Fever 

52 

10 

38 

4 

21 

9 

22 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

42 

5 

13 

10 

14 

10 

9 

23 

llelapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

Plagire 

Totals  ... 

114 

17 

60 

12 

25 

39 

22 

53 

No.  of  Cases  removed  to  Hospital  from  each  Locality: — 

Spennymoor  Ward— Diphtheria  3  ;  Scarlet  fever  10  ;  Enteric  fever  9  ;  Total— 28. 

Ferryl)ill  Ward— Diphtheria  1  ;  Scarlet  fever  8  :  Enteric  fever  7  ;  Continued 
Fever  1  ;  Total — 17. 

Tmllioe  Ward— Dii)hthcria  1  ;  Scarlet  fever  18  ;  Enteric  fever  18  ;  Total— 37. 

Total  cases  i-emoved  to  Hospital— Diphtheria  5  ;  Scarlet  fever  42  ;  Enteric 
fever  34  ;  Continued  fever  1  ;  Total— 82. 

Isolation  Hospital —Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council’s  Hospital,  total  available 
beds  21,  number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  3. 


(IV.) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1908 
Spennymoor  Urban  District. 


Deaths  at  tlie  subjoined  ages 
of  Kesidents  whether  occurr¬ 
ing  in  or  bevond  the  district. 


Causes  of  Peatli. 


Deaths  at  all  age. 
of  residents  l)e- 
loiiging  to  Local 
ities  wlietlier 
o(!curing  in  or  be 
v’ond  the  district. 


All 

ages 


Small-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup 
Croup 

(  Typhus 
Fever-c  Enteric 

(  Other  continued! 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 
Phthisis 

Other  tuberculou.s 
diseases 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy 
Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs 
Alcoholism  | 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
J)iseases  and  accidents] 
of  parturition 
Heart  diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides 
Meningitis 


All  other  causes 


All  causes 


1 

8 


Und 
1 


5 

1 

3 


20 

15 


13 


C 


15 

21 

36 


2 

2 

1 

16 

4 

25 

11 

o 

7 


1  A’ 

und 
5 


5  & 
und. 
15 


&j25  & 

iind.|und 
25  :  65 


17 

11 


8 

8 


1 

16 

1 

1 


...|  99  i  44 

- i - 

314 :  115 


2 

1 


1 

15 


65  & 
up- 
wds 


1 

9 


6 


9 


3 

15 

7 


12 


21 


^  • 

5 

71''^ 


8 

8 

2 


88 


56 


2 

1 

2 

1 


5 


2 

4 

8 

9 

9 


1 

11 

9 

9 

/ 

1 

1 


1 

1 

2 

6 

10 


U  O  (fi 
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'w  .2  • 

O  Z 

I  ^  .f-i 

C  *-^  Vj 
C2  c/. 

2  .s« 

o  ^ 

t/3  ^ 

-M  S 

S 

Vi 


7 

3 

9 

7 

17 


5 


1 

11 

2 

1 

4 


108 


25 


69 


137 


(V) 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 
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All  1  Certilied 

1 

95 

Causes.  J  Uncertilied 

1 

20 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

1 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria:  Cioup 

Whooping  Cough 

' 

1 

1 

1 

*2 

4 

Diarrhuia,  all  forms 

3 

4 

1 

4 

2 

2 

17 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

0 

1 

J 

2 

11 

Castro- enteritis,  j 

Gastritis,  Castro-  \ 

intestinal  Catarrh  j 

Premature  Birth  ... 

1.3 

2 

15 

1 

16 

C  ngenital  Defects 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk,  1 

1 

1 

1 

Starvation  / 

Atrophy,  Debility,  \ 

10 

2 

o 

14 

4 

!  3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

28 

Marasmus  / 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  :  1 

Tabes  Mesenterica  / 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis 

Convulsions 

) 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

10 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

8 

Pneumonia 

1 

S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Sutlbcation,  overlying 

Other  causes 

] 

2 

1 

] 

1 

5 

2^ 

4 

37 

c 

1C 

c 

P^ 

1C 

)1C 

1 

( 

2 

115 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1908 — 16870. 

Births  in  the  year  ; —  Legitimate  ) 

Illegitimate  ^ 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants  \ 

illegitimate  <Jo.  j 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages — 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES, 
WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK 


/.-INSPECTION 


Premises. 

In.spections. 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu- 
t  ions. 

Factories  ...  •••  . 

27 

O 

(Including  Factory  LaundrieO 

Workshops  ... 

111 

c 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  ... 

9 

Homeworkers  Premises 

_  Total _ ... 

147 

_ 8  ! _ 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Nnniher  of  Defects. 


Parti  ciilavs. 


nrfen  wl  N'V.'’’""' 


Foun<l.  Heined'd  to  II. M. 

I  aspect' r. 


of  Prose¬ 
cutions. 


niscinc.cs  'iiikIci'  the  Publu'  llculth  Acts  . 

W.-uit  of  cleauliiiess 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  lloors  .  . 

Other  nuisances 

(  insutlicient 

Sanitary  )  nnsuitahle  or  defective 

acconiinodation  ^  se[)arate  for  sexes 

OJfcnres  vnder  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : 
Illej^al  occu[)ation  of  underground  hakeliouse 

(S.  101)  ... 

Preach  of  special  sanitary  reqmrenients  for 
hakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100) 


Other  ollences 
Total 


4 

o 


4 

o 


8 


3.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS, 


\ 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

1  » 

r  Factories 

20 

Worksh-^ps 

73 

^  O 

Work-places 

f) 

^ 

O 

O  >  >5 

:n  'TZ 

O  M  s  . 

^  ~  9 

:i  ^  X’  5  < 
--  0  0- 
O  j-  X  ' 

m  ^ 

S  O  cj 

^ 

c  2  § 

r  X'  ^ 

Included  in  Workshops  are  live  Bakeries  but 
only  three  of  them  have  proper  bakehouses. 

Total  Nunber  of  workshops  on  Register 

98 

4.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


^Matters  notilied  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 


(S.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 
H  M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5) 


Notilied  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spector 

Reports  (of  action  tak¬ 
en)  sent  to  H.M. 
Inspectors 


Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101): 

In  use  during 
Certificates  \  in 
granted  /in 
In  use  at  the  end  of 


Number. 


SNOWBALL,  PRINTER,  8PENNYMOOR. 


K 


